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Passing onward, we came to the monument
which is called the Tomb of Zacharias: it is a
square mass of rock, hewn down into form,
and isolated from the quarry out of which it is
cut, by a passage of twelve or fifteen feet wide
on three of its sides; the fourth or western
front, being open towards the valley aad to
Mount Moriah, the foot of which is only a few
yards distant. This square mass is eight paces
in length on each side, and about twenty feet
high in the front, and ten feet high at the back,
the hill on which it stands having a steep ascent.
It has four semi-columns cut out of the same
rock on each of its faces, with a pilaster at each
angle, all of a bastard Tonic order, and orna-
mented in bad taste. The architrave, the full
moulding, and the deep overhanging cornice
which finishes the square, are all perfectly after
the Egyptian manner; and the whole is sur-
mounted by a pyramid, the sloping sides of
which lisa from the very edges of the square
below, and terminate in a finished point. The
square of this monument is one solid mass of
rock, as well as its semi-columns on each face;
but the surmounting pyramid appears to be of
masonry: its sides, however, are perfectly
smooth, like the coated pyramids of Saecara and
Dashour, and not graduated by stages, as the
pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt.